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That wee have nat ſacha deteſtable faith, as i mee 
redtaws abroad by afob ns y 


ee Ow to begin: Wee proteſt. before God, 
SCals . and whole Chriſtendame ,: that we have 
'.eat inany. fore, . ſuch adeteſtable Faich, 
.as Peacc- _ people aſcribe.unto us, 
whereas they fay : 
|  - Fhat wee deny Gads amnipotency. 
T bat me wake God the anthexr of ſinne. 
That we make God to be atyraut, 
That we deny the Godbeadof Chriſt. 
That wee deny the perſonal union of bdth the yatures 
in Chrip. 
T hat.wee ſay, that the divine end humane matures i 
Chriſt, have in no ſort any attual{ and (woybing felowſp 
OX with he other. 
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That wee deny ariginall ſme, 
That wee ſay, that tht Sonne of God dyed not for 25-1. 


= ac 


_ derdiandintruth, but onely a bart man, 


That wee deny the power of the death of Chriſt. - 
T hat wee deny the neceſſity of belceving in Chriſt, and 


ſay, that the vnbelecuing Heat hens. can be ſaved as well 


&s the Chriſtians, +. 


* That wee make holy Baptiſme of noeffe8. 


That wee dewy the bliſſe makin, eating, and drinking 
of the body, and blood of Chrift in the holySapper. 

That wee teach, that hee that eletied to everlaſting 
life, muſt be ſaved, bee hee never ſo wicked, and hee that 
& ordained toeverlafting death, hee muſt be damned, live 
bee { balily as be can poſſibly. 'S 

"Such, and many;more the'like blaſphemies againſt 
God they doe accuſe'us of,” that wee both'beleeve 
and teach. | ; 

But wee can avouch it before God, that we trem- 
blefrom our hearts, tothinke.upon the very.naming 
of ſach blaſphemies againſt God, if wee werero tax 
others for them : how farre is it then from us, that 
wee our ſelves ſhould belceye and reach ſuch ? *: 

Alſo, thoſe our defamers* are never able to pro- 
duce any ſound proofcagainſk us; that wee' did ever 
beleeve or teach any ſuch things. As they them- 
ſelves naw lay open, andacknowledge intheir laſt 
writings”: that wee nevor approved any fnch -dete- 
ſtable opinions. And yet ceaſe they not tothrow 
the ſcandaſfyponus : andwill excuſe the' fame with 
this i" that.it is nonew thing to lay upon heretickes, 
the evill conſequents which follow their doQrines 
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a$ their own errours,;though they do not allow the 
ſame.. Bu be itnew or old, we giveall'honeſt men 
leaye tojudpe, whether it be right or not ? | 

. The Hearhen had formerly a Proverbe: /zter bo- 
nos bene azter oportet;chatis, honeſt men ſhould deale 
honeſtly witheachother. "Alſo, Q4iſque deber eſſe 
interpres ſuprum verborum: that is,cvery-manſnould 
bee the Interpreter of his owne words. In which 
manner alſo faith Syr«cb, Chap. 19 16,17, 4 man 
letteth words fall ſometimes, which be meaneth nat"f? ; 
for who t6it that failes not ſometimes with hutongue? 
ſprake to thy neighbor thereof before thou threaten him, 
&c. That hath ever been the judgement*of the an- 
cient, as well among the Heathens, as people of 
God : that we ſhould catch- no'man in his words, 
but give every manleaye ro be his owne expoſitor, 
how he underſtands the ſame. © 194 | 

What inthe end will. come heereof, when the 
one ſhall deale with the other ;/-and deceiveably 
lay imputations of cxrour on theother, which ne- 
ver came inhis migd ? Surely then. (hall men by 
ſuch coyrſes, not onely make Hererickes of Zwing- 
lims,Calvin,Beza,Marijr,&c.And not onely of-Lu- 
ther, Melanilon,Brentizs,&c. But alſo of the'Pro- 
Phets and Apoſtles themſelves. 

The Evangeliſt Marke writeth,chapter 6.5:T hat 
Chr could doe.no great works im-hafather-land.” If a 
wicked man had to.deale with theſe words, tmighr 
he nor ſeeme to have ſhewfor this concluſion, that 
the Evangeliſt Merke had denied Chriſts omnipo- 
tency. Moſes ſaith; God bardened Pharaohs heart. Paut 
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goes yet further, and faith, Hee herdexerh whom he 
wil. When a wicked man deafeth therewith, could 
not he with great thew make this concluſton, and 
ſay, Moſes and Paul make God theauthor of finne ? 
And did not Paws! complaine. thereof many hun- 
dred yeaxes ago, that men would even make ſuch 
conc{uſions outof his do@rine againlt fr - 

- -Or donot the defamers knaw,that that wretched 
fellow Door Piforms now at this preſerit con. 
cludes againftbliſed DoRer Lacher ? He writes . 
Dodor Luther was. 4 Tritheit who ſaid ,thereave three 
Gods. Alſo he was 4 Sabelltan,who ſaid.therewes but 


one perſon of the Godhead, Aiſo he was au Arian, who 


denied the ever/afteng Godhead of Chrifl.\Alfo that he 


Chriſt inone. Ailſa a Neſtorian, whoſeparated the two 
waturesin Chriſt, AlſoaaValenmtinian who were (o mad 
headrd,as to ſay, that the humane nature of Chriſt aſ- 
cerded from Heaven. Alſo « Marcionite who blaſphe- 
med that Chrift was net crucified & dyed in very deed, 


- but onely in ſhew.  Such,and many more rhe like de- 


reſtable herefies,that wrerched fellow Piſftorius c5- 
-Ntructh upon blefſed Doctor Zether, And to prove 

the'ſame againk him, .hee "cites his owne words 
whichmake a great ſhew to: that end. What will 
our defamers ſay unto it ? they can ſay noorher- 
\Wiſc.tn truth,then-that Dotor- Luther was not ho- 
-neſtly deale withall,to conſtrue his words fo, and 
to draw ſuch cenclufions from the 'as never came 

- into his minde jn all bis life, —_ 

, Even the-very ſame anſwere ſhall they receive 
| from 
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from us alſo who forge ſuch falſhoods (things elſe 
aot heard of) as are above ſpecified, and the like 
things upon us. Which yer we repearenot for their 
ſakes, for rothem js all ſinging and ſaying loft. But 
whart we ſay,thatſpeake we for thoſe honeſt mens 
ſakes,who would gladly underſtid how the eſtate 
in religion ſtandeth with us,and whom italfo con- 
cecheth as much as us, that rhey-bee throughly in» 
formed thercin. | 

Thcy may now know and may well and boldly 
put this truſt in us, (for wee feare God, and defire 
nat to deceive any/man ) that all the odions and 
blaſphemous rhings whereof-wee are calumniated 
here andthere by contentious ſpirits, are no other 
things, buteven meere flat lyes. And they need 
not be troubled, though they alleage, that chere 
ſtand our own plain words-1sit not true; ther our. 
owne plaine words ſtand there. That God is wot al- 
mighty:that God is the author of finne,& 6.. But there 
ſtand onely ſuch words in our writings,-out of the 
which theſe and thelike blaſphemies may be wre- 
ſted,if menwil deale diſhoneftly with us;or not re- * 
{pe;or take ro hart what we ſay,as we have often 
declared. In which kind of handling,may bedrawn 
evenſuch and the like edious blaſphemies againſt 
Gad, wirhas great ſhew of reaſon (as is before ſpe- 
cified)and that our of the word of God it ſelf, We 


{peake net thisto that intent,as if we eſteerned our 
writings equivalent torhe word of God, We know 
fullwell chat we aremen,”whocanerreand faile, 
Bu this only is that we ſay,Canthey .makean _ 

; conſtry- 
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conſtrution ofGods word, wherein-yet thereis ns 
faul:(when they will be wicked) and conclude ma- 
ny evill chings from thence,withgreat ſhew of rea- 
ſon: how much more may our words be conſtrued 
evill,and with greac ſhew, many great and fearefull 
errqurs bee drawne from thence, whichare not 
alwayes voide of failings. of themſelves 2Wherfore 
good people are not to reſpec ſuch their conclufi- 
ons. Yeaalſo when they ſhall lay aur owne-words 
in-qur owne bookes before their faces:yer are they 
nor preſently to: conſtrue, that this or thatis our 
Opinio,as the words at firſt ſhew-ſcem to beare:but 
they arc to looke bath before and behinde whar is 


2dded, and what wee declare. eyther there, 'or in 
other our Writings of the like matter, | 
Eſpecially ,go0d underſtanding people may have 
good reſpet how wee: have expounded our mea- 
nings, in our Catcchiſme, .and other manifeſt and 
open writings (of many godly learned :men roge- 
ther adviſed upon, and put forthunder the generall 
title of one or more Reformed Churches) for pri- 
vate writings are not alwaics ſo well confadered of 
as they ſhould. - And many of thoſe writings alſs 
there are,which moſt of us never once ſaw or reade 
inall ourlivcs. (Andtherefore-wedo not acknow- 
ledge our {clyes indebted torendera reckoning for 
them, .Evca as we alſo doe notthinke thatthe ad- 
verſe part will take upon them, to make anſwer for 
every thing that is privately penned by one or 0- 
ther on their ſides, of the learned (eventhe learned- 
eſt. not cxempted) which might be eſteemed mw 
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done either yſtly or undeliberately. 

And therefore it is that wee doeeven in the be- 
ginning of this writing, ſay and teſtifie, borh for 
our needs ſake, and alſo for the common benefit : 
that wee (in noreſpeR) have any ſuch dangerous and 
deteſtable belcefe , as peace-hating people aſcribe 
unto us. 
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What our Faith # in very truth. 


S5ow if any man thall further de- 
«- So, mand, what then is our Faith in- 
| deed, the which wee willingly aC- 
NS. ts knowledge © Then is this our an- 
| [\ iwere, as followeth : | | 
Ed. \ot2/) * Wee belecye that there is one 
I 7+ -enelytrue God, the farher of our 
Lord lTeſus Chriſt, with the Sonne and holy Ghoſt, 
and that accordingly, there are Three diftir & per- 
ſons inthat onegodly Eflence, the Father,the Sonne, 
and the holy Ghoſt. | 
_ .. Wee beleeve further, that the ſame one God is e- 
verlaſting and Almighty , and can doe whatſoever 
he will: Alſo,that hee is infinite, and accordingly is 
preſent in all places ar one time, and ſeerh, hearth, 
and knowerh all things. Alſo,that hee is juſt,and pu- 
niſheth no-man withour Ceſcrr. Alſo, that he is mer- 
cifull, and-hath no delighr-in rhe-death of (inners; 
but that they ſhould repent themlelves andlive. 
B 


Wee 
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Wee belcevye further, that the ſame gue true God 
created heaven and carth, and all thar therein is of 
nothing, 
Wee belceve further, that God ſuſtaineth and ru- 
kth all things-which hee created; and that hee hath 
them ſo in his hand, ' that no creature can ftirre or 


move it ſelfe without his will ; ard therefore no- 


thing-can come to paſſe without: his permifhon,. 
whether it be good or evitl. Alſo,all that God doth 
at preſenc, or permitreth ro come to paſſe, hee tore- 
knew it TroOMeveralitgs and with well bethoughe 
councell had determined, that hee even ſo would 
doe it, or permit it. Alſo that hee did notderermine 
ro permit any wicked thing to come to paſſe, bur 
ou which hee could and would turne toa good 
en xa ® , X "x 
Wee beleeve further, that in the beginning God 
created all the Angeſs and men holy and good, ' and 
eſpecially man in his likenefſe.,”and ro bleſſed im- 
mortality, But they, to wit,the Angels, and the two 
firſt of mankinde,did ſhortly after their creation,fall 
from God their Creator : and haye by ſuch their 
fall, brought not onely upon themſelves the wrarh 
of God; but alſo ſach a pollution of their natures, 
that now they can; no more either will, or accam- 
Pliſh any thing that is good. Which pollution fell 
oa the loſt Angels altogether at one-time- . But man- 
Linde inherits ſuch defilement , rogether with the 
guiltines both of the firſt -and ſecond death by pro- 
Pagation one from another. From whence it-is, that 
the ſame corrupti6 of mankind,is called original = 
'C 
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Webelceve further, though ſuch a fearefull fall, 
both of Angels and men, could not have come to 
paſſe without-Gods permiſhon, and that hee ap- 
points nothing without good conſideration : yt is 
act the fault of this fall in any manner to bee alcri- 
bed to him ; conſidering, that he ſo created the An- 
gels andmen, tharthey had free will to tuxne to 
good, as well as to bad, F 

Wee beleeve further, that it becomes ngrt poore 
creatures to diſpute with God ; wherefore he crea. 
ted the Angels and men ſo,that they could fall. Al- 
ſo, whereforc he hindred not ſuch a fall, whereas he 
could well have done it. Me is the Lord,and his will 
is everjuſt and good , though wee alwayes under- 

ſtand itnor. The Apoſtle #aul ſaith, that God hath 
{but wp all nary onbeleefe,or vnder ſin, that hee might 
have mercy on all : (that is, that no man may bee ſa- 
ved, but meerly by the mercy of God.) Allo, hat 
and if God would, to ſhew bis wrath, and to make bg 
power — —— with long patience the veſſels of 
wrath prepared to deflruttion : end that hee might de. 
clare the riches of ha glory, upon the veſſels of mercy, 
which hee hath prepared vnto glory, By this ought we 
in all reaſon tolerit ſo remaine. 

Wee beleeve further, that the fallen Angels and 
men could not free themſelves from the Almighty 
governance of: But thatthey onthe one fide as well 
as on the other, are in the hand of God, and their 
wickedneſſe cannot otherwiſe breake our, then as 
God hath permitted ir- And this our Faith, is our 
orcateſt- comfort on carth. For, and-if the wicked 
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Angels and men, had the bridle in th*ir own pow- 
crs, where ſhould wee beable to abide for then; 
Wee btlecve further, thar though God permit 


- magy finnes in the fallen Angels, and men, and thar 
he® 


fcth oftentimes their ſintull ations to accom. 
pliſh his holy workes , (as hee didthe abominabte 
deed of 46/alewm, to the puniſhment of David, and 
the treaſon of 1ud4, to the frezdome of mankinde) 
alſo thhugh hee ofren puniſh fiane by fin,and blind 
and harden thoſe commonly ar laſt, who with ſee- 
ing eyes will yer bee blind, (as formerly he did Pha- 
r40h) yer neverthelefle he of himſelfe nath no plea- 
ſure in finne, much lcffe doth hee provoke or drive 
any man thereunto : but that the precedent wor. 
king cauſe of all ine, which goerh beforeis oncly 
and alone the free and unforced will of wicked An- 
gels and men. | 
Wee belceve further,that God hath adjudged the 
fallen Angels toevcrlaſting fire, withour any grace 
or mercy, toterrifie us thereby ; that wee make not 
a jcſt of the anger of God againſt finne. 
Wee belceve farther, that God had indecd juſt 
cauſe and power alio, ropufh downe the fallen men 
into everlaſting hcllifh fire, without any grace or 


mercy, But hee hath not doneit, bur hath offered. 


Sracc again to man. And that ſo he might ſhew them 
mercy without breach of his juſtice, hee ordained 
his onely begotten Sonne to be our ſurety and Me- 
dixtor,and to take the puniſhment upon him which 
wee deſerved, and ſo deliver us trom everlaſting 
well deſerved death, by his innocent death, 

To 
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'Toaccompliſh the faidcounſdt and will of God 

the heavenly farher;; the So:neof God ow. Lord, 
and-redecmer leſus Chrift, became man inthe. laſt 
timcs of the world: conceived by the Holy. G10 . 
borne of che Virgin Harry ; and. ke urtous in 
things,finneexcepted: And when he had lived as 
a man thirty yeares, he began to teach and preagh, 
the mercitull pleaſure of his Heavenly Father ro- 
wards us poore finfull men: And inthe fourth yearc 
afrer thar, he was captived, crucified, put to death, 
and buried, deſcended into hell, and roſe agiine 
from the dead the third day,and aſccnded into bea- 
ven, forty gaycs after, and ſet himſclfe at the right 
hand ohfagd the Father Almighty ; from whence 
he ſh4ll rerurne ro judge the quicke and the dead. 

And therefore we beleeve of Chriſt, that he is 
not a bare man, butchat heis the everlaſting. Al- 
mighty Sonne of God, who at the appointed time 
tooke the nature of man upon him, and is now to- 
gether God and man, and who ſhall remaine cver- 
laſtingly, in one unſeparable perſon. 

Aad bcing thus at prefent both God and man, 
In one unſeparable perſon, ther fore do we beleeve 
further,thar all may be ſaid of him,that may be ſaid 
of God,andall that may be ſaid of man; yer with 
this caucion, that every thing may be underſtood 
of him to be true; the Divine thing according ro 
the Divine nature, and the humane according to 
the humanenarure, For examplc,it may be ſayd of 
him,that he is from everlaſting ; and alſo, he was 
firft borne ig the laſt times, both are truc, bur nor 
B 3 both 
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 beleeveth in him.Forrhe Scripture is plaine, where 
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both according to both natures. For according to 
the humane nature was hee not from everlaſting. 
Alſo, according tothe Divivtie nature-wasihee not 
Jorue in the laſt times.-Burhe is-from everlaſting 
_ Ncording to the Divine nature, and.firſt borne in 
the laſt times according to the humane nature. 

.: According to which then wee doe belceve, rhar 
indecd andtruth, the'Sonne of God dyed for us - 
bur yer not according tothe Godhead, buronly ac- 
coxding tothe manhood : for the Godhead can- 
not dye. | 

Alfo webelceve, that indeed and truth, Chriſt 
is preſent with us, and will ſo remaine rotheend of 
the world,but yet not aCeording to thefwtmaniry, 


but the Deity. For according to the humane nature 


is he aſcended up into heaven: And the Scripture is 


manifeſt, which ſaichz Thet by the off eFrng ap of his 


boay,he muſ enter intothe beavenly tabernacles and not 


remaine upon the earth:elſe were bt not our Prieſt. Heb, 
the $ 9.and 10..Chapters: 

Of the power of the death of Chriſt beleeve we, 
thar thedearh of Chriſt, ( whileft hee being not a 
bare man,burthe Son of God died) is a full andal- 
ſufficient payment,,not onely for our -finnes, bur 
alſothe finnes ef the whole-world. And that he by 


his death hath purchaſed,nort onely torgiveneſſe of 


finnes, bur alſo the new birth-by the-Holy-Ghoſt, 
and laftly everlaſting life, | 

But we beleeve therewithall,:thatnoman ſhall 
be made partaker of fuch a benefit, but only hethay 


at 
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it ſaith, He that beleeverh not ſhall be damued, Mark. 16 
16, Alſo,Herthat beleeveth not inthe Sonne of God the 
wrath of God abidethion him. Toh. 3. 36. | 
Wee beleeve further, 'that the trac ſaving Faith 
cannot be wirhour repentance, and good. workes. 
For ſuch a faith layerh-hold on Chriſt wholly,who 
Tra made of Godnat .ontely.rizhteouſacſſe tous, but al(s 
ſanfiifieation,i1\..Cor. 1.30. 1 
We belceve further, tharthough the true bliſſe- 
making faich cannor be without good workes, yet 
neverthelesthe-man before Gods juſtice ſeate (that 


is, when he is throughly rouched with his finnes ) 


neither can br ſhould beare himſclfe upon his good 


workes ; itſo being thatthey.are ever unperfeR.. 


Bur that a man ſhall appeale onely and alone unto 
the grace of God,betore his judgment ſeate, which 
ary hee-hath prepared forus in Chriſt, and take 


old onthe ſame grace with a beleeving heart, and > 


fo will God forgive him-his ſinnes.,and eſteem him 
juſt for the fullſatisfaftion of Jeſus Chrif, And that 


is our meaning when we ſay, that man is juſtified . 
before God, onely by faith, without helpe of good . 


workes; namely, not that geod workes ſhould bee 


abandoned, but -onely that a man; ſhould nor pur.. 


an ; confidence therein. ', 
©: .We belceve further, that God hath ordained the 
-preaching of his Goſpel! to this end,thart he would 
work in us faith in Chriſt therby, and thar the ame 


= 


preaching of Godthe Lord.is no jeſt;; bur that it is 


his earneſt will and.intent that all people thatheare 
ſuch preachivg, ſhould beleeverhe ſame; & ſhould 
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returne.co Chriſt, 4... Y 
| We beleeve further, that mankind is ſo corrup- 
ted by the fallot our firſt Parents,that. they canner 
under ſtand or entertaine the preaching of Chriſt, 
unlefle God open their underſtandings by his holy 
{pirir, and turne their hearts to Chriſt. | 
And thar therefore the Goſpell is not only aſpe- 
ciall worke of God, which God beſtoweth not up- 
08 all inen, butalfo thartheunderſtanding and the 
receiving of the Goſpell,”( or ro ſpeake'with one 
word) Faith, # «x eſpecial{worke of God, Ephel. 2/8. 


 Alfo, >. Theſ,ig./5. 2 1 


Which giftno-man harhdeſeryed of God.Itbe- 
189 10, That al men are ſinners, Rom.3.23, But God 
gives it by grace, to whom he will, Rom. 9.18. * 

But choſe whom he preſently wil, thoſe hath he 
willed from everlaſting. For from the beginning of 


the world, God knoweth all bs workes, At 15.18, 


Therefore it is moft cerraine, that no man belce- 
veth in Chrift, except God harh cholen him to' e- 
vcrlaſting life : as Pawt ſaith; The eledign bath obtat- 


, nedit thereft have been hardened, Rom.11.7. Alloas 


Luke ſayth, As many «s wereordained to etgrnall lifeL, 


 beleevent et. 13.48. 


But rherewithall it is alſotrue,that we ought not 
ro ſearch into the ſecret counſell of God, whether 
we becleed or nor; for ſuch a ſearch is in vaine. It 
being ſ>that God hath ſealed the booke of life,and 
will not permit any creature to/peepe therein. Bur 
wee oughrtq keepe our-felves:ro the revealed word 
of God; which ſaich, That God bath choſen in Chriſt, 

that 


i 


dean of nile rene) Wee ra to 
| hold, ſo-faras God giveth us-powet, and continu» 
allypray tharGod will be pleaſedmore and'miore 
taencreaſe our faith; When wedoe 10, thenneed 
wee not{earch further, whether wee be eleQed to 
cyerlaſting life or not. For thisisſure and out of all 
doubt ,thariall thoſe tharrepenttherwithouthy- 
riſte and believe 1 in Chriſt, weeleced to even 
Salvation.* 

' Barfor this cauſe will not God reveale our cledi- 
onrany otherwiſe tharth ſach-teſtifications; 
thatwve fall inro'fle ly feclriry, Zur work 
' onÞovr ſalvation with feire and trembling, Phil. a.4. 

Which feare whereſvever ir is; Fer Ro . 
companied withthis comfort, ThurGods | 
and ill not ſuffer ws broempred ehove 
ble; Cor.10irg. All; Ub rAlwor Walkera 
reed, goy quench the ſmoking flux ER. 415 4: 

That Chriſt will caſt out no man that comes to io0(thim: 
ily that debrenh tobefavedb wir hes v5 
wlfo nome all ptuck kt find 

L0.28; From w ich comfoit the fait find fuch ; 
pruro &'ofthSun- 

ble cletion ant choice of God arethento 
| -bit-acmexfurably pleaſancand com- 
abſt, Forthey wnckadoond of ie, Thus 

C nothing 


AD ecluthwies of the Pi end Oiumonies 

adthing can : thews the love of God which: 

ao. ;Rom.8:38. 15" iris im- 
poſſible that any: cofbacs a man fhonld fay fron his 
heart, 7 Bliews 70 obtaine everlaſting life + But all 
men muſt doubt of life eternall, if wee had not that 
comfort, thar God had ſoblefled us that belicvein 
him, That he would keepe ut in the Jame faith by his. 

power 10 everlaſting life, For we are muchitooweak 

rO 70 prote ourſelves , againſt ſo much afſaultmenr 
by the devill, the world, and our owric fleſh, - 

Wee: bclieye further, that God hath alfa ordai- 
ned the tioly Sacraments, together withthe repetiz 
tion of his Word, to ſtrengthen and keepe us in- 
faith ; the princ cial end thereof being , that God 
mig ht thereby alſo ſet before oureics the promiſes 
of the Goſpell, orthe profits wee have ” Chriſt. 
that ſo we might not only heate, but alſo {ce fecle; 
& apprehend;how he is minded towards us: _ 

Iathathe will forgive us our Sins, and beſtow-upo 
usthe Holy G 9, + Guthones. 
hot Chrilis blood: ſhedding, The - is omiſes 
> will God allure us by. the holy ' $4014 | 


tr "Bwencec ewe he alſo toi 
very Ge by = ana thedame; 


bw ſrlvesas conſtantly belive inChriſt,and will _ 
 kveanwdying lifets the honour of him. 
mah xe "cheep hongtavof inthe holy 
men, W is 10-0 in' 
Scripture, namely ; That Ged wif be merci oP 
MEug bus ſake - wee on _ contrary fhontd _ 
ent; 


abent wnto him, and according to ba commendemeny, iS 
-beljeve im#.Chriſt, and-love as Chriſtians.- 

. The old Covenant was, that God would be mer. 
cifull to man, if he fully keptthe Law; Bur it he 0- 


he be curſed and damned. Now it was impefble 
tharany mancould fulfill the ſame. : -, 
'  Therfore hath God made anew Covenant with 
us, which he alſorevealed to the Fathers, and they 
were not leſſe nouriſhed therby unto falvationthan 
who le Pas! faith; A, 15.11. Wherein . 
he promiſethus that he will be mercifull to us ,for 
Chriſt his ſake, though we doe not perfeRly keepe 
the Law , but have many. w jes broken the ſame. / 
Onely we e hall acknowledge his grace,and receive 
— _ It: with faithfull hearts, and ſhall endeavour our 
| ſelves from henceforth in teſtification of our du. 
| Le to live -unblameably : to which hen hee will 
plemeouſly impart the Llas of his ſpirit unto: us, 
IS him for the ſame ; Rx Andie 
will cover all our im ions with the 
obedience of Icſus Chriſt, This is rhe new Cove- 
nant of God with us men, for confirmation where» 
ofhe hath ordained the holy Sacraments. For even 
as men uſeto.dedlc one with another in their con- 
trads and agreements, they raake it not oncly with 
words, but alſo they rarific it with writing, &ſcale, 
arc other open Arr pu. , cuſtomes qr:ccremo. 
nies: cven ſodealcth the Lord with us, Heetranſ- 
ferreth, his gracious Covenant tous , not only with 
words,qad hath not Et ratified} K by Eat | 


vertread the ſame in the leaſt mealure, then ſhould _- 


— ktiowled z7e beforethewholes 


4 Pieckwrahusaf he icb ap banentcr 


| hath foſtirmed ceraineceremonics:to that cadzth& * 


thereby the ſame his covenantbetwixt him and us- 
mightbe confirmed and ratified, manifeſtly to the 
whole world;and be as it were ſealedalſo.- And 
. thisis the-righs ende and-profit of the holy Sacra- 
ments: 

Of which there: are twointhe'New Teſtament, 
Baptiſſe;-and/rche' Lords: Supper :- evenas there 
weretwo eſpeciall ones inthe old Teſtament, Cir- 
exmctſion, and the Paſſoever.. 

* M1 'Biptifine is the-firſt Sacrament'of the newe Fe 
/ _ ns God+for theſe ends :) firſt; po | 
/ for their parts whoſoever they bee, thatgi 

eniſelves tothe Ohriſtian fairh, and ſowi is 
i bond- with him;g ine hereby anopen'token 
Hd teſtitmorie, "whereby. they:| Gan:and ſhall in: 
formsthemſclues To long as: they: live, that God - 
hath affurcdlytakenthem into:covenant withhim; | 
and according tothe forme of rhe: fame'covenarit, 
h them ſo certainly! from. tlie falthineſfo of 
xc foule;with the blood andſpiritof Chriſt;crhatis; 
theirſins for the meritof -Chriſts-blood- 
edditig., and more and more-regencratcth them 
bythe rit of Chriſt Mgking themicw creaturcs;.. 
any as they arc ſprinkled and waſhed out: 
_watdly wich water, which commonly taketh away 
the filthinefle of the body : Andſcoandly,that they 
ad dn the cdfitrary ſide;fortheir partsop ip: aCs 
themthe godlytokm ny murnantes oa; 
bother ditty 


A > > a: evenascos - 
venanters. | 


- of tbe Bfaltzgraves Churcket:, © 
venanters and:members of Chriſt are bound-and 
indebted fax:to-doe , living 2 pure ant llanielefſo 
life; by the allifianceof his ſpirits - + 

To thatend is Baptiſme or ined of God. Whers 
fore it is moſt comfortable and furthesſome un» _ 
meaſurablyto the believers, And the profit rothe 
unbeliever#isevenas little as informeptimes Cir- 
cumciſion profited the diſobedient Tewes. 

. For though | - be ramed the waſhing of the new 
_— afid t prging from fins inthe holy Scrips 

; yet weverrl hath it nat that conſtracti- 
vn; vi. fie outward water bath, could'wwaſh and tc> 
generate one from Sins ,, whether hee bekieve;.or = 
doe not believe + But: this conſtrudtion hath ir, that 
by this ranifeſt andhonoyrable Ceremonie, the 
rm WRONSE” fot: a ml 
the waſhing away of Sins, which is yrme | 
| the blood and ſpirit of Chriſt, is th | 
[| ahdſealed tothem;withone word: Thew 
Vs not : the putting awdy the filth of en ths | 
ronenant 'of a good I with Gos,faich Peter, | 

T.P&. 3.21. 

- Further, and though it bee that ® ingivdoweres 
tread the Covenantwhielhee- made'withiGotin 
Baptiline, , 20d ſometimes bee brought toarheavie 

wr fe deeeits of Satan, the world,and his vwne 
fleſh; yet ſhall he notthereforediſpaireinthograce 
attd metcy'of God , bat"lodke backeand-tonlyter, 
the obligemer which he promiſed Godin Bapti[: 
me: andaccording to the ſame contraRt, repentz that 
isbe YINY forall the evils he A | 


C3 


s 


'A Declaration of the ® 6ith und Ceremonies 
and entreat God , that hee will pardon the ſame for 
Chriſthis fake,and aftcr never doe ſo againe, :Then 
will Godalſo confider' his Covenanf,: and-forgive 


him his {igaes, and give him more ſtrength to ca- - 
counter the devill,as he hath promiſed in Baptiſme. 


And ſahath Baptiſme kis prof, power, and wor- 
king, ſo long as aman livethuponthe earth, thaugh 
notat thevery preſent when a manreceives it. For 
allche promiſes of- God are ſealed unto the belee- 


vers by Baptiſine : under w®:promiles,this is one, 


where Gad faith,So true w# I lige,ſarth the Lord God, 
I defire not the deathof the wicked,but that he returnt 
from bs way and {ine And1o is alſothis promiſe ſea- 
led tousin Baptiſme. And therefore wee ſhall not 
followthe devill, who provokes usto diſpaire. He 
is a lyar; atid a murderer from the beginning. - But 
God isa faithful God,and never decerved any.man 
who hath put truſt in his promiſes. With this mays 
and ſhall every poore troubled finner conſtantly 


- comfort himſelfe. 


Andthebetter to ſtrengthen himſelfe in ſuch 2 
comfort,amongft other mcancs, hee ought often to 


uſe the holy Supper ;- which is the ſecond Sacra- 


ment of xhe New Teſtament., ordained of Chriſt 
principally,, and inſtituted for that end ,.toier his 
death before oureyes moſt clecrly and often times, 


and toaſſureus daily morcand/more:of the, parta- | 


kingthercof; or the fellowſhip of hjs crucified be. 
dy,and ſhed blood. . For thisis the meaning, where 
he tooke the bread and brake it ,, and ſaid 3 This 
thy body which is broken for you, take and cate, orc. 
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of the Pfaltgr aves Ehurches,.. - | 
as i hee ſpake to every mari in particular : Behold 
hexe belgved man, know wells thouart in ſor- 
row: for thy. Sins. Bur be of good cheere.; for as 
ſurgasthe bread is there broken before thage cios, 
and the wine" isſevered from the bread : fo cer- 
tainly was my body broken, or put to death for, 
zhee upon the: Croſſe ,, and my blood was {evered 
and ſpilt from my holy body, for the forgivenelle. - 
of thy: Sins : Alſo, fo ſurcly as 1 give thee the ho- | 
ly tokens of my body and blood to cateand drink, 
and thou haſt part and fellowſhip therein as well as 
others: cven1o affaredly ſhalt thou have part and 
fellowſhip in my true body and blood, which I de-. 


IL. 
4a” 

- 
= * , Ld 


livered. to the death of the Croſſe, the ſame was: _ 


alſa.performed for thy welfare. Alſo thou ſhalt be 
thereby delivered fromthe cycrlaſting hunger and: 
thirſt , which elſe thou muſt have 1} hell, 
Eay hold then thereon by true faith ;. and as thou,” 
there takeſt, cateft, and drinkeſt the holy tokens.of, 
my bedy and blood with thy mouth ; even.ſo ſhut; 
up my. crucified body,, and ſhed blood into.th 

heart ; agd then thou ſhalt never hunger and thirſt... 
For wholoever catcth my fleſh, and driaketh my 


- blood, hath everlaſting. life ; and. I will raiſe him : 


up at the laſt day.: yea alſo. inghis life will dþ 
inhim, and hee in mee ; and will contihuz y 
verneand comfert him with my ſpirit.. There 

be of.gaod comfort beloved man, though thau. 


. 


. beeſt but, weake. No men-ſball plucke thee out, 


of my. hand. . The Father whohath giventhee to 
wee, 1s ſtronger than all, &c, This is the firſt and - 
G ; | principal - 


A Declart AFR Sree 


-principall benefit anduſc of the tht 
Th Ns 35 is aforclaid, rar be our 
hearts dailymore znd morerhereby sf rhe'dexth of 
Chriſt And his bleſſed fellowſhip, or of theeoye. 
nantoof the Brace of God, which is founded upon 
the deathof Chrift/as Chrift ith ; 7hi & the new 
covenant in my blood : as if hee had Aid; 'Th3t (hall 
be a token and ſeale, of afſurance and cofihtitiation 
of the new covenant, which I haye purchaſed for 
youwith my blood. 

'The other benefits, that wee with this honoti- 
rabte ceremony thall publiſh, honour at praiſe the 
death of Chrift before the whole world; as Chriſt 
againe ſaid, Doe it in remembrance of mt': And Paul, 
Hs often as ye ſhall eate this bread, and aripke this cup, 

je ſhalt for Tet thi Lords death till-hee comt, - 

"The third benefit is, thatthereby wee ma uy 
- monſtrare our ſclveso nly to belong to the 
mutifon'of Chtift and his Church ; and as the The 
fllowfhip requirethto live boily, and love one 
| —_ i mdinbetroftctody : and to'f bee, 
rejoyceim each other ; as oy ſairth; up of 
hb wer bleſſe,, #3t not the ne 
Api wrt art many. are one bread 

nth afencorat takers bf ontbredid; 
oe: flie is yoda vt no fellowſhip with 


proc 30:64 pong apriſed into * ody by 
ſpirit (namely, in Baptiſige) ##H have berue all 
to drinhe th rar Pirit (namely, inthe h 
pper) rherefore Halt £ ax members of one body rake 
wa 5 each ther, and one member have purience and 
com- 


A 
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ys oe ky thardaehomo® par 
God holdettt hi untorthe» Groſſe ; and 
will firſt make it fully perfcctand glondus hereat- 

terinde-lifetovo otheputteric of 
 hisSolr, whocatred Tet ronnora | 
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| LN SIRIGH firit advatbnA 
Oneerting the Ceremodie: oper ve: 

T they ck e cauſe to ſeparate. thenfelves 
frontus? Reps or oe! not theOwill 

Fir" Be Some 


| rm mT TO FI 


en Te 
 reſpeft bf fone _——— in ourward 
ace "Yo the" Op writ Kiowa 
Mera; Ao \ wer: fict', yh + 490 77 08ſ>'0. 
#.'"'But 3Ho the Proteſtant Eſtates*have widny 
yeares 


% 


A Decht) arias of rhe Faithund Ceremonies 
yeares fince openly: agree and teſtified thusmuch:; 
That concerning the Ceremonies; that no flatcſhanld 
om ay 19 he fic awither,or fulfly accuſethen;, 

permitany of their 5-10 dee-fe, fo long'as they agree 
nicht Ek aun Gy that pate 
0 Yieat mM mi lay;t tis 

:whenthey! ewiththe Word af God. 
| CITIN ARE do RE from the Word 

11 Amſwer. F: fobr thtgop wan; can femme us 

any 'thipg:it our Gerenjeonies; which.is 6 
ble tothe Word of God); theh aro/wee ingly 
teady: peanut: 6 

The firſt and principal offence which i is FRI at 
usabout Ceremonies, is, that weebreakethe bread 
at the Supper. . Bat is not this agreeable to the 
Wqrdof God? dorh.it not ftand Ry in the 
words of the inſtitution of the hol —— upper ?- The 
Loyd Teſuus, # is thewight that be wat &, he rooke 
brett, ad hi he" oven thinks Jt by: Bee 
Andin the firſt Epiſtle 43s Paul to the Coritithians 
the 10; ho apoio. 74 | 
qt nent 


Inther Guwhy,it 4 is unpoſſible ;, Th 
#n5 Mfes. (fo dath hee there name the holy. 
ere urerer £2: the. «Meſs of Chrifh., ſe. 
_u oxthy.; And by hom mugh. the.f 


'L 


| ſecond is , for that wee c 
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2, Ten. fol. 227..A 


it andgdrinke. it. 


Every. way, faith DoQor Luther : Chrj hinſilte,, 
abate he Di e fonafelfe, 


rectived with the mo 
iu10 the belly : yes inde bat np. 
whe pon i. Ro then 5 ne%brr muuthner belly, per 


endome eco (p for « Jong tee, he 
F eved (bt nd) 428 0: ſtands ” 6f; pow -mpore 
C4079. mans Salyution, that hea upe not call 
ls of bac 207 [af 0.42 be blamed, 

2 4nd w is Chriftendowe 
were euey as much, 
W1 P, | 


” 


they are unhaliomed.s Then ment it 
» thay vhe Sacrament imere-noe 
| b mph Hſe ſuffered it 10emter 

«lſo, that ny may might 
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Johaliobed,. nn 
b the py paces and eyes then x with the bu 


en. fol; 23" © -þ | WE: Df 09- 

"The fourtliis, for chamd860 bi 
when we goers the Communioh, *Bi orgs 
miſtake. Forakhough that we een 1 —cond 
confeile.every. man afar: yer confetfe wee 
Wofanat ono iwgethery thatis,wee a&kn 
ny ren oiny agate the Lord togethet , and 

we intreat him for , and we Re our Faich 
and hope: and th woes receive of the Prea- 
era egantberble4s Huvion ofthe holy Goſpel, 
as We he holy. C niqn. As the 


"man 
a” - . 


Toni tern toons BuralſÞ wh 


we have FA 


boron comuingic ' Ur WAG: - 
mitted nitothe'poblike Coico. Vs 
rio a5they have rok Coo, Yeo XC, 


TD 6ially 
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ciall 3 Ame == Aragon 6H 
+ == and-Chriſtianconverſation. tmony of 
althoſe - rn intheir —_— with 
1all$ arenotabletogutiet 
their hearts wit rhe protike Confelion and > oa 
kition, are admoniſheqtotepaire privarelyto the 
to ſcek connfetiand comtore fromrliens;” 
At whattimetoallthardeſ' ire it,ivis molt truly im. 
partect unto. And by which receiving wee E 
that-our Churches: are benefited, If orher- 
know how to make itbetter,that doe we- pladtyar 
ford them. Onely wee will putthemin md what 
Door Luther holdeth thereof: who ſaith 5 That! 
private:Confeſfion ought not to be inforced with 
Lined, but oughtto be free, Tow.y. _ LJ. $; $I 
the Popiſh Canons confeſle the at' 
the e '/Confeffion is nor the command oP rh6- 
Oldior New Teſtament, 'but'is Impoſe@by the” 
Chilly, Difbogedepants.” | 
The 6hb-fauk they-find,is, for that we eaxry not 
oi ge mr the ficke intothetr how-- 
ew Buy hereimatſo:&vc. wee nothing the 
word df GoFertheword ot! wane > reg 
[ſhall bea Communion. Alfo'it thoald be hol- * 
they come together, arid of Gn ie 
davide hr amothlry' rcor.r8.3;, Add therefore 
do 'wethink thatit isn6t tofformable-ro: , 
of Got, when if is adrihifiyedto'one lone; And 
therefore alſo doe wee! fnnarery Bicps Comritnil. 
roevhien 
þ this Ted 


cot: 


4 Declaration of the F aith uhh Et? emanies 
congregation : The whichalſo do;andare've- 
wel farisfied: with. fuch. tyre to —— ; 
wh RE man,and 
i ray ne upon him, whick wilt not ſufferhim/to 
20m to ele, PEN - fans aihebecon _— 
any-man e communi 
wild 'Vett _ together inthe houle; Ir i 
A yet with this caution, that the licks 
par! tloenever CEE alone, never 
. Wholecompany, as a little congregation or houſe- 
Church,doe communicate with him. This doe-we 
hokito be agreeable to theorder of Chriſt:and yet 
preſcribeweaothi ogtootberstherein. - 
'Theſisth faulc the tindezis, for that wedae not 
uſethe Exorciſme, (thatis, conjuring of the devill) 
in Baptiſme. —_— Not us alone; 
but m_— r eyen- of theie owne Lutheran 
Ghyrches c 0b the ExorciſmeinBap- 
HS even s well as wee: astheatders of; their 
Churches manifeſt. '/And Door Hwmiae., chiefe 
Deas of Wictenbergea little befare his death, 
gently 6s, dt ebxogends Bicorghſme: 
Kea Were printed at;Erplond ;apd 
from thence-came to our hands :: heallea- 
| ove many.cauſes wherefore the Exorciſme ſhould 
6 pr uteotmrt+7 ene 
wholly,w reyetit was inuſe; As namely, 
Kavi the firſt, whileſ&-Chriſt was not the athour 
rape it isavery, mecre-iavention of man,For 
the ſecond, whileſt the words (150xjwre thee how un- 
Game os &6. )let thep-bepguned — 


FE - of the: Bfaltegraves Churches. 
the beſt that way bee z-iyct. for all that t 
ſhew of/no other conftrugion;, then as if t are 
dren of Chriſtians were bodily paſicſiod) of the 
Devillc-* | 
| Forthethird, whileſ the oift of diſpaſſeſſion to. 
getherwith other rairacles areccaſed,and we know 
nat now:any-more of- is Is yn the Devill, 
then of:the popiſh Exorciſts and Witches. - + / 
| Forthe fourth , whileſt not qnely the.common 
wan, but alſo many:lcarned make it. ahirig,0f\acs 
ceſhtie; as-if without .it Bapriſme-were.not+ ws: 
leat. Which is manifeſt by this, forthatthey fi 
fo vehemently thereforeand deale ſocvilly, em 
the removall.is required. | STSIEIEE 
For thefifth,' whilſt it is-2 taking, of the yame 
of God invaine+ whenas it is faid;\1 coujurt thee 
thou wncleant ſpirit, inthe name of the Father, and of 
che Som, and 0 (Ghoſt,-05*W hereasjbere 
is: Hes (>. 72mg} vhleae ſpirk therein: _ there is to 
warrant from uch:conjuration. - . 
. Forthefrxth, whileſh is is2 cauſe. of much con- 
rention iv' the Ghutches of God, the peace'and 
quictneſle a—_—_ ought not tobe hingred unnE- 


ceſſarily. ;-:++— 
For bey  whiled ito were + comelyJjo bold | 
in theſe things. alſo! a conformitie with thexeſt- of 


the Proteſtant Churches, ., Wherei-it:is,alwaics - 
moſt reaſonable; for thoſe-Churrhes to yield,who ; 
yet have the Exorciſme,,} 5,154; Fa dag 
For the other who have ab Ny 2pm | 
whkaged ours lah Pug. 510K] 


For» 
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- For rhe cightti,fortharrhetby they ſhould come 
fleercrto Re-putans of the Apoſtvlicall: Chut- 
ches, hich they afed in Baptiſine, '- / | 

For the ninth , for that long ſince the Proteſtant 
Eſtares in apublike Edi@, (thetitlewhereof is}, .1 
nerable demonſtration of the cauſes; wherefove the 
Princes Elettors and Dukes, with whey Svares of the 
Auſpurgs Confeſſion; could not wn at the intenaltd 
Conncebof Trent; which Pope Pius the fourth, had 
gablifh# theye io be heldavs: 6 imthe $17. page, of the 
| Pf} intiug,2.04 of rhe ſecond) had declared thus 
rginds herein, ye faid: The holy Soriptare wit- 
ny -#hat Chriſt hath commanded te Baptiſt in-the 
name f the Father, and of the So, intl of rhe Holy 
* an #b ah neither commanded Crifuot nor- Ex- 
bme robe uſed;Matth. +8. Whikeft then bork? 
_ are R_ — rs wy 
$005. pany man, t iN i he nag 

:- Iu waine:rh hp nar rauthing for Dd- 

A meeiaions Fe - ANC OM WET US 

Theſe are necre Sho wha: woes ich Doftor - 
Hunnias alleaged, wheteforethe Exordiſme ought - 
to be difanulledinall Picreſtant Charches, Which 
Motives are worthy ofdeepe conſideration: Agtur 


thevery! do demonſtratthus mach : That 
it isnora  herefie , whereaszmany have a- 
d:thoImotcilme. Fortheh muſtthe Wir- 


the Heſſcns, and the Plalezgrave-of 
Newburges Churches, bealfoCalviniſh#: itfo be- 
inggttut inthe vigdersof their Ohuches there i RO 
Exoecifineds: be foutid;” eh 

he 


_ ofihbeBſaltegraues Churtbes! 
The ſcuenth fault they finde in our Ceremonies, 
is, tor that wee my approve of Baptifing by a 
woman : wheteas yet the caſe of isallea- 
gcd againſtvs Butweedoe not know of any fuch 
necelity : which ſhould enforce vs to flie from the 
inſtitution of Chriſt: who did not giue ouer the . 
commiſſion and charge of the miniſtery of the 
ward, and of adminiſtring the holy Sacraments to 
women, but only vato men ; as is very well known. 
Bur it is alleaged, that if it ſo fall out thata Prea. 
Cher cannot be had ſo ſuddenly,that then the child 
is ſhortened of faluation. But where ſtands that 
wricten, that the ſaluation is ſo knitvnto Raptiſme 
in ſuch a ſore, that all thoſe thardepart vnbaptized 
muſt therefore be damned and periſh > Theſaying. 
of Chriſt is alleaged : Except that 4 manbe borne of 
water Of of theſpirit he cannot emer tmtothe kinedom 
of God, Toh. 3.5. Burfirſt ofall, thisſaying did be 
{peake of the carthly water in Bapriſme:& if with. 
out the ſarne no man could beregenerared and (2- 
ued. For then the theefe who ſattered with Chrift 
on the Croſſe muſt haue alſo beene damned, To 
whom yerChriſt ſaid, today ſhalt thou be with me 
in Paradiſe. But this ſentence fpe:kerh of the hea. 
-uenly water of the holy Ghoſt. VV hich warerGod 
poureth out vpon vs, when wee dor belecue in 
Chriſt, As it is written in Ezek. 3 6. & in Ioh-7.che 
7. Chapters. And there is as lictle materiall cauſe 
toconciudethe ty of the terreftriall or ele. 
menrall water of Baptiſme, our of this ſaying. as 
out of the ſaying in Matt. 3 g 1.Hewill Baptiſc __- 


A declaymion of the faith,anil reptmanics 
with the holy-Ghoſt and with fire. there may be con< 
claded a neceſſity of a tarreſtniall or elementl! fire 
to be baprizeg wirhall, Beiidesatid if ir wererhiat 
this ſaying ſpeake 6frhebaptizing with water :'yet 
didiitnortherfore follow,thatall vnbaptized chil: 
dren muſt periſh.For there was asvehemet words 
ſpokenof Circumciſion, az conld cuer be ſaid of 
Baptiſme:Thevncircumciſed manchild,inwhoſe feſb 
the foreskin is not circumciſed,euen that perſon ſhall be 
cut off #fs his people:Gen+t7+14: And yetit hath not 
ſach a conſtruttion,as if alvncircumciſed: children 
ſhould periſh:bur only it is thus tobe vnderſtood; 
that thoſe children ſhould periſh, who out of a co 
tempt of Gods rokE of his covenats were of pur- 
poſe no. circumciſed, EuenasGod himſelf addeth 
the cauſe, where he ſaith : Becauſe he hath broken m 
teuenat:that is bath diſdainedit,Gen,17.14.W hich 
contempt hath no place yeeldedto ir, where the 
godly tokens of his couenant canrot be had after 
the ordinance and inſticution of God», Therefore 
Daxid did never make doubt of the ſaluatis of his 
child,for all that ic died the feu&th'day of his age, 
and ſo was as then not circiiciſed. 2.Sam, 12.18. 
23. Forhedid not ſuffer it rodie vncircficiſed out 
of any contEpt ofthe holy Sacrament : But ſeeing 
irdid die before ſuch time as it ſhould or could be 
cireunciſed according to the inſtitution of God, 
Whennow it ſhall ſocone to paſſe with our chit 
dren,as it befell to David with his child:that they 
die before ſuch timeasthey can bebaptized accor- 
ding tothe inſtitution-of Chriſt: then dowe be- 
» bias LS | keue 
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of the Pſaltzgr avs Churches, 
leeve aun {o as. David did beleceue,, namely,that 
*God is a moſt true God,8& wil keepe his couenant 
(where he ſaid-: 3 will bethy Godgand to ihaſeed after 
thee Geneſ. 17.7.) with vs; though he doe not al- 


. waies affix his zeale ypon vs. 


Thecxiple of Zippora, Moſes wife isalſoobje- 
Qed againſt vs,who ciraumciſed her ſgn;and God 
ceaſed tobe angry, whereas clic he would haue 
killed Moſes, Exod.4.24.25.Alſotheexipleof the 
Iewiſh women who did ſecretly circumciſe their 
children,vnder the perſecutio of Antiochmerr Mace 
I.51.63,. & 2.Macch.6. 30. But-it is yet diſputa- 
ble,whether theſe women did right or not?2 and it 
cannot he-forced out of, it, that God did yet ceaſe 
his anger, when that Zjpporacirciiciſed her ſonne, 
For it may bevery well,whileſt the Lord obtained 
Jiis maipe :purpoſe with bis threatniogs : (that 
yamely Tipper ycelded to the.Gircumcihng of her 
child, which formerly ſhe would notdoc;till-the 
reſt ofher failing, which accopanied this circurir. 
cifion did alſo concurrezas that ſhe did.doe it ber 
ſelfe vnpaticntly: whereas ſhe ought to hauc ſuf- 
fered her husbad paticnely ro hauedone'the ſame) 
he did in mercy beare with, the ſame: |cuen as/he 
alſo didheare with othersof his Saints both inthe 
old and new, Teſtament in many1hings out ofhis 
meere-goodnefle : not that we ſhould therefore i- 
mitate the ſame. And therfore we hauenowarrit 
by heſe or other:the, like, exaniples:but if fobe 
that one.could finde ſuch ap example in theholy 

Bible, that. a child was circumciſcd: before the 
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eighth day,beeauſe of the weakeneſſe thereof; that 
were ſomthing to the purpeſe-Butthere'is no ſich | 
example.to bee found. And the Iewes alfoat this 
day practiſe no ſuch need circumciſion. Therefore 
fro n hence there cannot bee any need Baptiſme 
proued, And if any where in time of need women 
may baprize; then may they alſo in time'of need 
adminiftrerthe wi Supp=T:which hitherto hath 
neuer beene yeelded vnro them by any man. 

The eighth fault which they . find in our Cere- 
monics,t5.for tharwe haue no piures of God & 
hisSain's in our Churches. Butthis cannot be con» 
traditorie to the word of God. Forthe hauing of 
God & his Saints pictures in the Churches; is not 
encly not commanded of Gol ar any time in his 
word, as our opponents themſclues confeſſe : bur 
alſo earneſtly forbidden. As may be ſeeneclearly 
in the ſecond Commandement, Thos ſhalt make 
thee no grauen Image, neither any fimilitude ofthines 
that ave iu heawen-aboue , neither that are inthe earth 
beneath, nor that art in the waters wonder the earth, 
thos ſhalt not bow downe tothems , neither ſtirue them, 
&c- Inwhich Commandement God hath forbid- 
den ewo' things vncontroleably : firſt , thatthere 
ſhall beno fimilirademade of him in any manner : 
yeaalſonot inthe ſhape ofa men, as hee cxpreſly 
declareth himfelfe, Deur. 4. 1 5 +16. 17, where he 
faiths Toke therefore good heed wnto your ſelues, for ye 
ſaw no Image in the day 1hat 1he Lord ſpake nts you 
in Horeb, ont of the middeft of the fire. that ye corrupt 
not your ſelues,and make you a granen Image,or repre- 

___ ſortation 


of the Pſultzgravesr Churches, (© a 
ation of any figure , whether it be the hkent(ſe of | 
[om or —_ , the likeneſſe of any beaſt hee on 
the earth , or the likeneſſe of any feathered fawle that 
flyethin the* aire : or the ltheneſſe of any thing that 
creepeth onthe earth, or the likeneſſe of any fiſh that is 
inthewaters beneath the earth. Bywhich text the 
Wirtenbergers were inforced,and acknowledged 
many yeeres agone, that in the pitures of God, 
very eaſily mighthe finned againſt the Comman. - 
dementof God, And therefore the leſſer paintings 
of God, thebetter atipn performed therein. /- 
the needfull anſwere. f01.72 . And therefore doe we 
paint no manner of piures,that ſo we might not 
put ourſelves in danger of fin vnneceſfſarily, For 
thatthere 1s no necelitie of having the vio of 
-God,the Witrenbergers themſelues do willingly 
[d the ſameto vs: | 
The ſecond thing which God hath forbidden 
vs inthe command of Images, is, that wee ſhould 
no: bow down vnto them,nor ſcruerhen.Out of 
which vngaineſiyably followes , that alſo wee- 
oughtto haveno images .it thoſe places, where 
there is any ſhew- and danger of bowing before 
them.For k ſtands written, 4bſi4ine from all appea- 
rance of evill, 1. Theſ. 5.22. Allo, Thew ſhals not 
temps the Lord thy Gods That is, thou ſhaſtnoten»- 
danger thy ſelf nor thy neighbour petemptorily : 
not in hazard ofthe body,much leſſein hazard of 
the ſoule. Deur-6. 16. Matth.4.7. Now haue all 
their Images inthe places ofthe worſhip of God: | , 
and ſpecially the Images vpon the Altars wn 
Us = | 


A declaration of the faith and ceremonies 
ſhew anddanger of worſhip in them : as is largely 
demonſtrated in thethree writings : ofthe 4hol- 
tes Reformation.” Therefore cannot we otherwaies 
.acknowledgethemthar\ſuch Images are forbid- 
denoft God.+:Euen as alſo.in the Temple of Sa/o- 
2#0n, tO which for all that the maintainers of-I- 
mages fly readily for ſhelter, there was-not one 
only Altar Image,alſfo not any one Image of God 
or ot his Saints, : but there was. onely. ſuch car- 
uings of knobs and gratings with flowers, which 
could adminiſter no ſhew and danger of worſhip, - 
. Thewhichalſois not corradzted in ourChurches. 
* ,Theninth fault they find, in our Ceremonies, 
is, for that wee haue. caſt our of our Churches the 
Latine ſongs andcolles, anddoe-performe the 
whole publique worſhip of God in the Deutſch - _ 
language. Now for the ſame we haue a cleare text 
i0-theholy Bible, which faith ghus : Hee that ſpea- 
keth a ſtrange tongne, he ſpeaketh not tothe + 7 
of men nor exhortation, nor comfort» Therefore ſeeke 
that ye may excell unto the edifying of the Church.Elſe 
whenthou bleſſe#t with the ſpirit , (that «in an-v8- 
knowne tongue) how ſhall he that occupieth the roeme 
of the wnlearned ſay, Amen, at thy gining ofthanks, 
ſeeing he knoweth not what thou ſayett ? 

'In which text is not ppl tolerated, bur alſo 
commanded, that the publikeworſhip of God 
ſhould be exerciſcd in a knowne language: where- 
by a poore ſimple man'may be Oren ans 
dified, and when'God is prayed vnto and praiſed, 
hce maybe able to ſay Amenthereurito, Vitae 
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\ of the Pſaltzgranes Churches. 
thinke theythen'to purchaſe, by-taking this for 
ancrrourinvs e: - Bft <4. 241% 4 JOIPY QU LE 
:\Thetenth fault which they finde in our Cere. - 
monies, is, for that we haue pur off the Maſſe ap- 
parell and quire veſtements , u hereof we will not 
vouchſafe toſay more than this , where ſtands'jr 
written; that. Chriſtand his Apoſtles did purion 
Maſſe apparel} and -quire veſtments , when they 
did exercifethe worſhip of God? ' 
Theeleuenth fault they fande, is, forthat we vie 
no Qrgans/in-our Churches, Whereotrthe people 
re not rightly informed. Forthereare divers Re- 
formed Churches, wherein the Organs are vſed, As 
indeed they are nowhere forbidden, Yetcom- 
monly we doe th-refore not vie them : whileſt we 
fiademore hinderance to \proczed thercot than 
profir, by the worſhip of God: and allo in this 
caſe weedefire to temaine by the ſimplicitie of 
the Apoſtolicall Churches, which neither' had 
nor yſed any ſuch things .in their congregations, 
In the.old Teſtament indeed they had muficall in- 
ſtruments..in the worfhip 'of God : but it was 
alwaycs fo - ordered, that the text, which-was 
muſicated, was withall ſung in-the nazine lan» 
guage, and was ynderſtood of eucry one, And 
if Henit ſhall be ſg/ordered at this day,thenwere 
i. not wholly againſt vs. | 
The twelfth fault rhey find, is,for that we doe 


not.bow the knee , and putotfthe hat, as oftenas 
thename of ITeſus is nained, VWhereof wee are 
conſtrained toinforme theReader ſomthing more 
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Largely. For itbearetha ſhew , as if rhetein they 
had no ſmall cauſe of offence in ys. Before alte- 
. ther things now, we doe teftifie before God, thar 
we doenot do any fuch ching out of any diſdaifie 
. of the pretious name of Teſus:burt we doeir in re- 
ſpeR of the wilworſhip which was founded in 
Poperic. VWhere the knce is bowed, andthe hat 
is put off, whenſocuer the name ot Ieſus is named: 
but when Chriſt is ſpoken, orthe Sonne of God, 
-thendoth no man pur off his hat : yea alchough 
joyntly one doth name God the Father, Sonne, 
and holy Ghoſt, the bleſſed Trinity, yer is there 
no'man that taketh off his hat, neither doth any 
man bow the knee:whereas yet God ſaith: 7 have 
ſworne by my ſelft,cc. That euery knee ſhall bow wnto 
me-Ela.g 5.23, Ocelywhen itis faid, Ieſus, then 
doe the folke take off their hats, and. bend the 
knee : yeathough ic be the name of 7eſas Syrach, 
Inthis wworſhip would not our forefathers be 
part:kers.; and therefore Jet fall the vſe wherein 
the wilworſhip confiſteth : and that by vertue of 
the command wee haue< Abſtaine from all appre- 
rance of exil. 1 .Thel.5 .20.Burtwhereas it is ew. 
.ged, that it ſtandethinthe word of God exprefly 
"written, that euery knee.ſhould bowatthe name 
of lefus:to this our anſwer is, If it tood fly 
in the word of God, that the knee ſhould be bow- 
_ cd,or the hat bepur off, as often aswe heard the 
name leſus ſpoken, then were we indeed wicked 
people, for not performing it; But wee doe not 
find ſuch a command any where. The faying of 
Pan 
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= bj:Qed, where he ſaith of Chrift: Wher- 
reGedheth olſo highly exalted him, andginen him 
\ hare aboytewt Jy Name 3.\Jtbat at the ware of Teſws 
ſhenld every knee bow , hath of things in btanen, and 
things inearth, and things vnder the earth : andihat 
euery tongue ſhould confeſſe that leſws Chrift is the 


my 


, Y - 
+ > a 
' 

+ \ ' 


' Lord, vwathe gioryof the Father. Phil;2.9.10Q11. 


But -if it-plcaſe- the Reader to conſider the text 


' throughly , then ſhall he finde that the name Teſus 


dothnot intend the litcle word Ieſus: but the ho- 
naur, pov er,and Majeſtic , -which God hath gi- 


_ nen(to. the Lord Ieſus: chat. namely tohbimſhall 
all creatures yeeld the honor ofbeing their Lord, 
. -and muft.crouch and bow va!o him. For concer- 


 ningthename orlitle ward Jeſus, the famename 


5.107 firſt given-vato. the Lord Chriſt-ax the 
- tine ot his cxaltation ,.. but'when he was circum. 


ciſed the eighth day; then was«his name called 


.\Teſus. Beſides this, to isnot:the name Teſus,when 


tkelictic ward. leſus is vecerſtood therby: a name 


_;uer, ali. names z;thatis yi not ſuchanamewhich 


was onely gente the Lord Ic ſus ': for'itwas a 
common name in.vic amony the Jewes z as may 


,;Wwell be; percciued our of 7eſas. Sirgch;.and-many 
+, placcsoftheScripure.. Theſe are:tuo vamoue- 
. able graunds, ou: of whichit: isclearey» hatin 
. theabouecited (aying,by the name Teſus p isnot 

..tq be. vaderſtopd. the little; word Teſus ; 'butthe 
.. Vviito. 


. ag as.aVh the Apoſile is hunſciiein 


” 
4" 


jeſtic.;" which God'gaue 
heetaiſed hin fromthe 
another 


place . 


Chriſt, af; ar; 


x / 


-place daclarerhvory 


-pluneſy.thus, where befaith: 
God bath. raiſed Chriſt. from the dead , and ſet bimwas 
bis\right hand. is rhe. beauenly places: far\ebout ull 
. principalities, and powers, und might and domi®ion, 
end eucrything that & named, ({ee Reader) thig'js 
.thename aboucall names) et in ths world onely, 
but alſo in.\that 2har"is 19 \come, and hath made af 
things:ſubiei#.mder his fect, and hath «ppointed hin, 
:£c. - Epheſ: r. 20-28. Yeaand indeedalfo inthe 
former -text:-which-they alleadge as making for 
them ; Paz! expounds his owne meaning ,, 'what 
at. is:which hevnderſtand by the great namewhich 
' {God gauc;vnto Chriſt after his ReſurreRion : 
namely, the name, that he ſhould bee a Lord over 
,all creatures inheauen ,- and vpontheeatth : or as 
the-words- of: Pal ——___ By : That _ 
f0vgu: (hould. confeſſe that. Teſus Chriſt i the Lobd, 
= theglory of ki the 5, wh Neither are wee 
the irik whodoefſoexpoundthele words , but the 
old Teachers, Origen, Chryſottome, ard Bafilland 
my moe, hayecuen ſo expoundedrhe ſame, ma- 
ny hundred of: yeeres agone :'whichexpofition if 
it. may take place,then eanthere bee norhing con- 
cluded. out of the ſame; tor the bowing of the 
-knee ſo oftenas the word-Ieſus is nominared, but 
it-muſt be confeſſed, that ſuch a cvſtome is taken 
vptiam men: indeed vpon- a good meaning, but 
yet frommen, and that without any aurhoritic 
from the word of God. Therefore ircannottruly 
be aidthar they thardiſcontinue ſuch a cuſtome, 
.doe dealecontrary to the word of God therein: 


| Ns ſenottkfic' tons le 
cate notthe'd aun * 
Pobolin 'rhelibertic of a" Crore ita, ei 
ſomtithes vt ir din ſelues;a$ we fee irbehovofall, 
co auoid offence.” But whyir ischarwee canmor- 
glucall menſatisfa@ionheretr : even this" igthe- 
catfe, becaufeorhersalſo'dotnor gine'vs content. 
For eye 45 they take offacide) for tharwe doenot\ 
alwayes bow the Kite ; and rake of che hat) when 
the nate Teſus' ivnatned: -enien ſo are weoffended 
on the contrary;” that they dozonty bow the knee 
and take off the hat wifertbHiefaich Telus, and nor 
inlike manner when Chriſt or God is ſaid. Ther. 
fore it is the ſureſt courſe,” that both"of vsceate 
together, Dome og Ryinof Paul : Beare 
EE "55 s burthen 21. nd ſo foifll the: + of 
CÞri - 
' The NS vas which rhiey fihde ; "fr 
that we hold certain of the abotie tnettioned; (48 
nag ri 5g ol bread, fo theputcing away oÞT-- 
| 3 for peedfull : Whereas Gr opponents 
BY but fot theert vs romgu ey 
ENS they. complaineagainſtvs; avthatwee 
= againſt the Chriſtian libertie: Bue 
OA the contrary drome btits: holdcertwine' 
things for ne l (4s the 01” ifrgheeare ;” 
alfothebowint? of the lnee ar the- word FI teſes 
&c.) which wee eſteetne bur* for the 66 ThAARbrenit- 
things-. Therefore als rhe beſt char iv ro beudne 
in this matzer, 13, that hep} fidlbenetheoritly 
the other, ill ch the as we dodaltofvs attaine 


to deeper” a 1 _ a$ the __ 
Pa 
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Paul admoniſheth vs, where he ſaith: 9ne beleer _ t] 
weth that he may eate of allthings © and another which : V 
i weake eateth berbes+,, Let not him that eeteth deſpiſe-. 2 
him that eateth #n0t,. and not let. him which eateth not, 'T 
condemne him that. eateth, : for God hath receined ' g 
bins, — fot en another mans ſ: 
eruant? bee franatth or fallethis his owne Maſter : If 
= hee ſbdllbeeftabliſhed :for God & able to make 3/ 
 bims ſtkand+, ROM. 14. 2+;3 £4. And-ſo.much. . el 
alſo. bee ſpoken of the Cere- + 

motuies. .. . Jo h 
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ND thus the Chriſtian Reader hath vne - c 

A 6eriond what we bclceue'or doe not be- al 
lecue:alfo, what- wee doe yſe for Ceres oO 
moaics, ordoe nat vic :and wheref.xre wee doe o 
the oncand notcke other? aud we hopehath ob... £ 
ſerued ſo much oucoftheſame, that weeare nor it 
ſo wicked people. as wee are procl:imedtobee = 
abroad : but that we are ſuch people, who defire w 
ra ſerge-God: ruly according to lis holy ward : tt 
' alſothat we doe tot belegye and teach o.hewile: | Þ 
of the gtbunds of faluation, then as-VoQor L#- k , 
:hirof happy memoric did belecuc and reac). MM 
- Allwbich wee havethercfore diſculf'd folar- ir 
gely.,. that, abereby good hearted people'; who: k 
wich vs dos x} ze h v7 poming it is inthe. at 
Proteſtant Churches, on both: ſides , 'by "To b 
| that ; 


4 © of the Pſaltzgraues Charches. 
- | _ thatthey _— and in thatreſpe&} 
would:gladly lay their conſultarions for. peace. 
and. unity ; might be brought, alfured, thar, by;, 
ſuch their conſultations they ſhall not (inne, a», 
gainſt God, As the contentions have hitherto 
ſaid ; in this that they alleaged, and yet doe al- 
leagethat they are contradictory. to, DoRor Za- i 
ther, not only in ſome by-queſtions., bur alſo in. a4 
the grounds. of falyation; .and. that we have a. | 
* more ſcandalous beleefe of Chriſt thenthe divels. 
have. Which if it were true, \then cquld notany 
man indeede with good conlcience acknowledge 
us forbrechrenin matters of faith & accordingly 
ugice themſelves with us. But we hope, that all 
thoſe who have read this our declaration with cir- 
cumſpeRion,& wel podered the ſameyſhallbring | 
another yerdit of us, & we wiſh it fro the bottom... 
ofour hearts, that our Ee may be fulfilled : nat 
only in re{pe@of ourſelves, bur alſo inregard of » 
themſelves; God he knoweth, ir. Forwe'tremb'e 
in cotifideration of the eſtate of the POOre COM- 
mon people, and of ſo many women &childr-n + 
whoare endangered co the uttermoſt as well on 
the one fide as on the other: It we ceaſe not ro; (e- 
| patrate our; ſelves from e:chother. Andiris to 
\. be feared, in ſhort time alſo... For itisman'teſt;; 
and it proclaimes. ie (elfe daily more and'more: 
in all, narions, whar, blood-thirſty. plots the, les. 
Gigs propoundrotheſtives againſt all hoſe who 
are gone out. from the popedome, whe therthey 
be callcd Lutherans. or Conia oyoy ws 
: e 
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the conrefitious will nor belekucir;; 1M 
re ahft* 


chiefecari beridethein'from the nee | 

therefore they laugh at vs very'ſcomfally;for that” 
weare fo fearefulf. But rhe Lond & vatianirshace”* 
cauſe to looke well to themfelges, that theScrip=" 
nire be not fulfilled in'them, which faith : Woe 19” 


 thimithat areateaſsin Zion), and trof#in the miyn«' 


tht bf S amaria': ind that put farre away from then” 
the ewill day; and are wot ſdric fo? the affliction of T6- 
b."Thirefore now ſhatl 1hey got captine rtigh ade 
that gue captiue; andthe ſorrow of them that ſtrett a* 
themfel its is at ban2 Anos.6: 1.3.6-7. 
We confeſſe;chatwe feare,thit there will ſhott- 
1s befall ſorne calatnitle in Detitchland !exopt it 
bee prenentedintime, _Atd therefore” our Coon- 
cell1sto Hold peaceand viltie atnorigft ol Teldes? 
asbeinethe þ meznes to ftop'the common mi- 
ſerie, Will chis'our Covncell yer bee acktow-" 
Aedged andaccepted: well atid good. Ifnor;; then 
tfuic we done what appetained rovs And we w 
net for all thatdiſpaire; of rendtince the'Confet- 
flon of the rruth though thewhole world ſhould. 
leane vs: Cod being of our ba, whocanbe atain# 
Vs 2 hereof weate well afflifed iti our hearts- - And: 
if ſhall not bee' griarons, if it Ph * Hins 16 1ay 
ſome afli&ion vpon VS. For af oh F he roxether 
for the be to'vs. Fog thi like of Got @ fhedd abioad 
in qur hearts: and bis (pris bgareth wintfſe with out 
Spivit, thif wee e/tthe chiltirihvof G1”. dud that #8 
were choſta ro bet ſacl hit children, bifare the fout- 
dat of tht dertdwk iii! CON Wherefore are wot 
| wr Pr» 


. The Conclaſion; 2 
perſwaded, that neither death, nor life, tr Angels) 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things i0 come , nor height , wor depth , nor anys- 

ther creature ſhall be able to ſeparate vi fromthe 
lone of God , _ "_ Chrift Ieſus 
our Lord, 


0 no 
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